
Dear Colleague, 

Further to my letter of 20 March 2020, I thought it would be helpful to write to you with an 

update on the Council’s response to the pandemic and to explain the current impact on our 

services. 

As you will be aware the Prime Minister has issued the following instructions to the UK 
population with immediate effect: 
 

• Requiring people to stay at home, except for essential activities 

• Closing non-essential shops and community spaces 

• Stopping public gatherings of more than two people 
 

The above restrictions are “under constant review” and will be checked again in three weeks 
and the UK Government has said they will be relaxed if and when the evidence shows they 
can be.  
 
In terms of Council Services, the current position is that the following facilities are now 

closed: 

 

• Libraries 

• Leisure centres 

• Day centres 

• Museums  

• Playgrounds  

• Household Waste and Recycling Centres  

• Office buildings are closed to the public 

• Parks will remain open, but crowds of more than two will be dispersed  

 
In advance of yesterday’s announcement, the Council had already invoked its Business 
Continuity Plans and had started to shut down all non-essential business to allow the 
redeployment of staff to support our business-critical services.  This process has now been 
accelerated and our Strategic Coordinating Group (also known as GOLD Command) has 
today revised our business-critical services list as follows: 
 

Responding to Covid-19 

 

• Adult Services – Domiciliary Care and Residential Care, Safeguarding 

• Childcare for Key Workers and Vulnerable Children 

• Homelessness Service 

• Public Protection (enforcement and public health) 
 

Keeping our communities safe and resilient 

 

• Support for Businesses 

• Refuse Collection 



• Emergency Housing repairs and maintenance 

• Highways – (Winter Maintenance and emergency response) 

• Children’s Services – including Safeguarding 
 

Corporate – Running the Council 

 

• Cash Management 

• Customer Services and Communications (to staff, Members and public) 

• Corporate Support Services (including Workforce and ICT) 
 

Emergency Childcare Hubs 

You may also be aware that Emergency childcare hubs will be operating from 13 locations across 

the county from Friday 27 March.  School sites in the county will remain open until Thursday, March 

26 but only for children of critical workers and the most vulnerable children.  

The hubs will operate seven days a week from 8am to 6pm and as part of the arrangements, meals 

will be provided to children three times a day and transport will be arranged for children to get to 

the hubs and back home. 

Councillors can assist the service by advising parents that if their children can stay safely in their 

home, they should – this will help to reduce demand on the hubs which will be based in: 

• Brecon – Priory C. in W. School, Brecon 

• Builth Wells – Newbridge-on-Wye C. in W. School 

• Crickhowell – Crickhowell C.P. School 

• Gwernyfed – Archdeacon Griffiths C. in W. (A) School, Llyswen 

• Llandrindod Wells – Llandrindod Wells C.P. School Cefnllys 

• Llanfair Caereinion – Ysgol Gynradd Llanfair Caereinion 

• Llanfyllin – Ysgol Gynradd Llanfyllin 

• Llanidloes – Llanidloes C.P. School 

• Presteigne – Presteigne C.P. School 

• Machynlleth – Ysgol Bro Hyddgen – Primary Campus, Machynlleth 

• Newtown – Ysgol Dafydd Llwyd, Newtown 

• Welshpool – Welshpool C. in W. Primary School (Howell Road Site) 

• Ystradgynlais – Ysgol Dyffryn y Glowyr, Lower Cwmtwrch 

 

Coordination of Volunteers to support those in need 

In my last letter to you I explained the crucial work being undertaken by the Community 

Services Emergency Response Team (C-SERT) who are coordinating and supporting the 

emergency response to people in our community who may be affected by COVID 19.  More 

information about the team is now available on their website: 

www.pavo.org.uk/coronavirus.html  

  

Finally, you may be interested in the Coronavirus Guidance for Councillors which has been 

prepared by the Welsh Local Government Association (WLGA) and which can be found here. 

 

http://www.pavo.org.uk/coronavirus.html
file:///C:/Users/jevans/OneDrive%20-%20Powys%20County%20Council/Coronavirus/Coronavirus%20Guidance%20for%20Councillors.pdf


This is an incredibly challenging time for our residents, communities, businesses and our 

staff and I will write to you again in the coming weeks to keep you informed of progress as 

we fight this virus together.  In the meantime, the key message Councillors can convey to 

their constituents is to comply with the Government’s instruction to stay home for their 

own safety and crucially for the safety of others. 

Kind regards 

Councillor Rosemarie Harris 

Leader Powys County Council  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


